fashion designer from the
age of 9. When she was
18, Teng moved to New
York to study fashion at
the Parsons School of De-
sign, where she found in-
spiration in the city’s tow-
ering buildings.

In 1981 she sold her
first set of five pieces to
Henri Bendel and estab-
lished her own fashion
house, YEOHLEE. Since
then, her collections have
earned the praise of fash-
ion insiders and, most no-
tably, the art world. Her
clothes are on perma-
nent display at the Cos-
tume Institute at New
York’s Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art and London’s
Victoria and Albert Muse-
um. She’s also displayed
clothes at museums in
Berlin, Paris and London
and recently traveled to
the White House, where
she was honored with a National Design Award from the
Smithsonian’s Cooper-Hewitt Museum.

Despite the high praise, Teng has stayed true to sim-
plicity and continues to design clothes that real women
can—and do—wear every day. She uses the term “urban
nomad” to describe her target customer: a woman who re-
quires clothes that work on a practical and psychological
level. Teng has no interest, she says, in designing strict-
ly for rail-thin model
types and adds that “THE CONCEPT

her clothes range from

size four to 14. Several OF ONE SIZE FITS
of her pieces are one ALL IS TOTALLY

size fits all.

“The concept of one EFFICIENT"
size fits all is totally ef-
ficient,” says Teng, whose designs range in price from $500
to $3,000 and are sold in the D.C-area at Rizik’s downtown
and Chinoiserie in Alexandria, Va.

While in Washington, Teng says she was inspired by
several of the city’s buildings, including the Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts, designed by Edward Du-
rell Stone, and the National Building Museum, built by
civil engineer Montgomery Meigs.

When asked what she thinks of Washington fashion,
Teng says the city has a definitive style that exudes power
and status. And how do her clothes work for the Washing-
ton woman? According to Teng, they make a perfect fit.

“They're simple, strong and built on a form-follows-func-
tion principle,” says Teng. “Therefore they're practical,
multifunctional and, for the most part, easy to care for.” =




